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IS IT POSSIBLE TO BE A RIGHTEOUS PERSON? 
 

 On the one hand, there is the message of Romans 

3:10. We cannot deny it, and we cannot run away 

from it. It is right there in our Bible. What is the 

message of that verse? “As it is written: There is none 

righteous, no, not one.” What should we make of the 

declaration that there is none righteous?  

   First, look at the context of that statement. It 

comes immediately after Paul wrote these words: 

“What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For 

we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks 

that they are all under sin” (3:9). A few verses later, 

we read that “all have sinned” (3:23). So, Paul is 

highlighting the fact that all are sinners. What does 

that imply? If all have sinned, then all stand in need of 

God’s redemption. By His kindness, He supplies it 

through Jesus: “Being justified freely by His grace 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (3:24). 

Let us not miss this fact: there is no person who, 

because of his/her moral goodness and strength of 

character, can be righteous without God. Not one 

human being can say to the Lord, “I do not need You 

in order to be righteous, because I am righteous on my 

own accord, all by myself.” Such senseless arrogance 

will cause a person to remain lost before his Maker. 

     Here is a second thought from Romans 3. After 

Paul declares, “There is none righteous, no, not one,” 

he goes on to say that “There is none who does good, 

no, not one” (3:12). Should we conclude that there is 

not one person anywhere who has ever had a heart 

that causes him to do some good things? Surely not. 

In the same breath, so to speak, Paul also said, “There 

is no fear of God before their eyes” (3:18). Does that 

mean that there was not a single Jew or Gentile who 

did not have a healthy reverence for God? No. Paul is 

emphasizing that, in general, humanity rejects God 

and lives wickedly. And, because of our sinful ways, 

we stand in need of God’s righteousness, that is, His 

way of making sinners righteous. 

 Back to the question that stands as the title of this 

article: Is it possible to be a righteous person? The 

Bible gives an affirmative answer. In many cases, 

when we read the word “just” in the New Testament, 

it is from the same Greek word (“δίκαιος/dikaios”) 

which is translated as “righteous” in multiple cases. It 

means “in a wide sense, upright, righteous, virtuous, 

keeping the commands of God” [Thayer via e-Sword, 

word no. 1342]. So, when we read that “The just shall 

live by faith” (Romans 1:17), that is the same as 

saying the righteous shall live by faith. Is it possible 

to live by faith? Yes. Who does that? Answer: the 

righteous/the just. Thus, it is possible to be a righteous 

person. The Bible confirms that Noah was such a man 

(Genesis 7:1). So was Abel (Hebrews 11:4). 

 What about this? Jesus said, “And these will go 

away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 

into eternal life” (Matthew 25:46). Who will enter into 

life eternal? Jesus said it will be the righteous. If no 

one can ever be a righteous person in God’s eyes, then 

no one will be able to go to heaven. Again, the Bible 

teaches that God hears the prayers of certain people. 

Which ones? Answer: the righteous (1 Peter 3:12). So, 

if there are no righteous people, then there is not one 

person who has his/her prayers heard by God! 

 What does a righteous person do? “Little children, 

let no one deceive you. He who practices 

righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous” (1 

John 3:7). One is righteous who does righteousness. 

Since all of God’s commands are righteousness 

(Psalms 119:172), then one is righteous before God 

when he practices what God instructs him to do. His 

life is a pattern of ongoing righteous living. It is not 

easy to be such a person, but it certainly is possible. 

As Christians, when we continue to walk in the light, 

then we continually are cleansed by the blood of Jesus 

and stand righteous before the Godhead (1 John 1:7).  

 Not one person is perfect. Each of us has flaws, 

which means we need to humble ourselves before 

God, turn from our sins, and submit to His will. It is 

God alone Who is the Justifier/Righteousifier of those 

who believe in Jesus (Romans 3:26). Those who 

believe in God’s Son are those who live by faith, 

practicing His instructions. 

 While no one stands righteous before God by his 

own inherent goodness or earthly accomplishments, 

by God’s grace and saving gospel, it is possible to be 

a righteous person. “Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness” (Matthew 5:6). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF JOEL: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 The book written by Joel comes right after the 

book of Hosea. This book has a uniqueness about it, 

and it certainly has connections to the message of the 

new covenant. As you study it, consider this thought: 

from Joel 1:1 to Joel 2:17, it appears that the prophet 

is speaking, while from Joel 2:18 to the end of the 

book it seems that the speaker is the Lord Himself.  

 Historical setting: Joel’s prophecy was written 

after a locust plague had brought horrible destruction 

on Judah (1:4). The devastation caused by this plague 

was unparalleled (1:2,3), relentless, and complete 

(1:4,7,10,11,18,19), halted the offerings at the Lord’s 

house (1:9,12), took away the people’s joy (1:12,16), 

and had a profound effect on nature (1:18-20). 

 Unlike many of the prophets, Joel does not specify 

which kings were in power at the time of his writing. 

From the contents of the book, it seems obvious that 

its message was addressed to the inhabitants of the 

Southern Kingdom (Judah). We say this because Joel 

speaks of the activities of “the house of the LORD” 

(1:9,13,16), which was the temple that was located in 

Jerusalem. He also refers to priests being the Lord’s 

ministers/servants (1:9,13; 2:17). Joel mentions 

neither the destruction nor destroyers of either the 

Northern Kingdom or Southern Kingdom. Many 

conservative-minded Bible students suggest that Joel 

did his prophesying around B.C. 830.  

 Some key thoughts: When you study the book of 

Joel, there are three matters that really catch your 

attention. Those would be an unprecedented locust 

plague, “the day of the LORD,” and a prediction of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Let us look a bit deeper. 

 (1) The book’s overall message is connected to the 

term “the day of the LORD,” which is found in each 

chapter of the book (1:15; 2:1,11,31; 3:14). Joel 

describes “the day of the LORD” as being 

“destruction from the Almighty” (1:15), as well as 

“great and very terrible” (2:11) and “awesome” 

(2:31). In the Old Testament, the words “the day of 

the LORD” refer to a judgment from God, a visitation 

in which He would punish the wicked and bless the 

righteous. Each biblical reference to “the day of the 

LORD” must be understood in view of the context in 
which it is used.  

 In connection with the day of the Lord, Joel speaks 

of the sun being “turned into darkness and the moon 

into blood” (2:31; 3:14,15). This is highly figurative 

language which the prophets often employed as an 

attention-getter to show the amazing and devastating 

nature of the day of the Lord (cf. Isaiah 13:9,10). 

 (2) The destructive plague of locusts that Joel 

describes was not what is commonly called a natural 

disaster. Rather, Jehovah sent the plague as a 

punishment for Judah’s sin. God said that He sent the 

locusts as His great army against Judah (2:25). Unlike 

many of the writing prophets, Joel does not mention 

any specific sins committed by Judah, yet he does 

record God’s call for His people to repent: “Turn to 

Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, 

and with mourning. So rend your heart, and not your 

garments; Return to the LORD your God . . .” (2:12,13). 

 (3) The outpouring of God’s Spirit – “And it shall 

come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit 

on all flesh” (2:28). When would that be? 

“Afterward.” After what? At some point after Judah 

returned to God with all her heart and He bestowed on 

her the promised blessings about which we read in 

2:18-27. Guided by the Spirit, Peter declared that the 

Spirit of the Lord was to be outpoured “in the last 

days” (Acts 2:17). Joel’s prophecy clearly pointed to 

the outpouring of the Spirit on that Day of Pentecost 

on which the church began in Jerusalem, as Peter said 

to the Jews who assembled on that occasion, “But this 
is what was spoken by the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16).  

 The outpouring of the Spirit (Joel 2:28) would be 

for “all flesh” – no racial barriers; for “sons and 

daughters” – no gender barriers; for “young” and 

“old” – no age barriers; it would result in prophecies, 

dreams, and visions. All of those phenomena took 
place in the first century A.D.  

 Additional principles to ponder from Joel:  

 God’s nature and attributes – He is Almighty 

(1:15), He speaks (2:11,12), He is gracious and 

merciful (2:13), He is slow to anger and of great 

kindness (2:13), He gives blessings (2:14,19,23), He 

is zealous/jealous (2:18), He shows pity (2:18), He 

does marvelous things (2:21), He judges and carries 

out justice (3:4,7,12), and He is the shelter/hope and 
strength of His people (3:16).  

 “Whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be 

saved” (2:32). There definitely was physical 

deliverance for the Jewish disciples of Jesus who 

escaped Jerusalem during its destruction in A.D. 70. 

But, the New Testament quotations and application of 

deliverance for those who call on the Lord’s name 

points to spiritual salvation through the Christ when 

one obeys the gospel (Romans 10:13-16; Acts 22:16). 

 Accountability before God – All people of all 

nations must give account of themselves to the Lord. 

There is no way to escape His arm of judgment: it is 

for all (3:1,2,9,12-14). Joel plainly shows that those 

who stick with God will be blessed, but those who turn 

away from Him will face unpleasant consequences.  
 -- Roger D. Campbell 



WHO ARE THE LOST?

 Being “lost” before God is not an imaginary 

idea. The apostle Paul reminded the saints in 

Corinth: “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 

to those who are perishing” (2 Corinthians 4:3). He 

further said that such people had their minds 

blinded and did not believe the gospel (4:4). What 

was their spiritual condition? They were perishing.  

 We also recall that Jesus said, “For the Son of 

man has come to seek and to save that which was 

lost” (Luke 19:10). What was His purpose in 

coming to the planet earth? To save those who were 

lost. Again, it is undeniable: some people are lost. 

In fact, we would observe with a tremendous sense 

of sadness and horror that the great majority of 

humans are lost.  

 Who are these lost people? In short, lost people 

are those who are not saved. What can cause a 

person to be separated from the God of heaven? 

Only one thing: his/her own personal sin. Sin 

separates the sinner from Jehovah (Isaiah 59:1,2). 

People who have committed at least one sin and 

have not had their sin(s) cleansed by the blood of 

the Lamb are lost people. The unsaved are lost, and 

the lost are unsaved.  

 Who are the lost? Those who are living in sin 

outside of the Christ are lost. By God’s wisdom, 

redemption/forgiveness of sins is available in one 

place and one place only. Where would that be? In 

the Christ (Colossians 1:13,14). Put another way, 

salvation is in Jesus (2 Timothy 2:10). People 

become lost by the sin which they commit. They 

remain lost outside of Jesus if they do not obey the 

gospel by being baptized into the Christ (2 

Thessalonians 1:7-9; Romans 6:3,4). So, one group 

of lost people would be those who are unsaved 

outside of Jesus. Put another way, they are not 

Christians, having never been added to God’s 

family, the church, wherein is salvation (Acts 2:47; 

Ephesians 5:23). 

 Who else is lost? Those who at one time had 

their past sins washed away and became Jesus’ 

disciples, but later fell away. It is okay to say “fall 

away.” Jesus used that terminology (Luke 8:13). 

The Bible further says, “Brethren, if anyone among 

you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him 

back, let him know that he who turns a sinner  from 

the error of his way will save a soul from death and 

cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19,20). “The 

sinner” is the soul who needs to be saved from 

death – it is a brother or sister who has wandered 

from the truth, regardless of the reason(s), and now 

stands in a need-to-be-rescued state. No emotional 

appeal or messed-up, man-made dogma can 

overturn this fact: disciples of Jesus who turn away 

from Him are lost.  

 It is a great tragedy when a child of God falls 

away and becomes lost again. It is equally tragic 

when fellow Christians observe such and make no 

serious effort to try and win them back.  

 Every spiritual saint ought to be in the business 

of reaching out to the lost, making a diligent effort 

to help them get out of sin and comply with God’s 

teaching so their sins can be washed away and 

remembered no more. The communities in which 

you and I live are filled with those who are lost 

outside of Jesus. Some of them are lost in blatant 

immorality. Others are decent folks from a moral 

standpoint, but proudly and fervently deny that they 

need the Lord and the salvation which He offers. 

Still others are lost because they have bought into 

and propagate the falsehoods of man-made 

religions. Here is the question that is staring you 

and me right in the eyeballs: What are we doing to 

bring the gospel to the lost people around us? 

 In our acquaintances, most likely you and I also 

personally know members of the church who have 

left their first love. They are scattered throughout 

our communities. To such folks, Jesus’ message is 

that they need to remember from where they have 

fallen, repent of their sin, and return to Him and 

their first love/works (Revelation 2:4,5). Those 

precious people are lost! What are we doing 

individually and collectively to bring them back to 

the Lord’s refuge? If our answer to that question is, 

“Nothing, we are not raising a finger to help lost 

sheep come to the Shepherd,” then I would suggest 

to you that our souls are in jeopardy, too. If I 

continue to assemble regularly with the saints and 

live a life that is unstained by immorality, yet I fail 

to have a heart that cares enough about the lost state 

of others to try and help them come to or come back 

to Jesus for the salvation of their soul, then I need to 

have a revival in my spirit and repent! 

 There is not a word in the English language that 

is sadder than the word “lost.” We have identified 

the lost. Now we need to go reach out to them with 

our Lord’s powerful, soul-saving gospel. The 

Master did not say, “Sit and wait on them to come 

to you.” He said, “Go . . . and preach.” Let us do it! 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Matthew 18:23-35 – The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant  

 Do you recall the background to this story that 

Jesus told to His apostles? After He instructed them 

about what one should do if his brother sins against 

him, Peter asked, “Lord, how often shall my brother 

sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 

(Matthew 18:21). Jesus’ response to Peter’s question 

was two-fold. He first said, “I do not say to you, up to 

seven times, but up to seventy times seven” (18:22). To 

drive home His point, He then told a story, one we call 

“The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.” 

 The story focuses our attention on three people: a 

king and two of his servants. When the king started to 

settle accounts with his servants, one of them was 

brought who owed the king ten thousand talents 

(18:24). That was such an enormous debt that the 

servant would not have been able to pay it off in a 

whole lifetime. Yet, when he begged his master to 

have patience with him and give him a chance to pay 

it off, the master was moved with compassion and 

forgave him the debt (18:26,27).  

 At that point, another servant enters the picture. 

The first servant (the one whose huge debt was 

forgiven by the king) went and found a fellow servant 

who owed him a much smaller debt. Though the 

second servant made the exact request that the original 

one had made of their master [“Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you all” (18:29,26)], rather than 

show his fellow servant mercy like the king had done 

with him, he had the poor fellow cast into prison until 

he could pay off the debt. Wow. That is why we label 

that guy as “the Unmerciful Servant.”  

 Do not miss the king’s response to the unmerciful 

servant’s attitude and conduct. He told him, “You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because 

you begged me. Should you not also have had 

compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity 

on you? And his master was angry, and delivered him 

to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to 

him” (18:32-34). 

 So, what does it all mean? Whom do the people 

and actions represent? The king/master symbolizes 

God. The two servants represent children of God who 

are spiritual brothers one to another (18:35).  

 The parable is a message about debt and 

forgiveness of it. The servant’s debt to his master 

points to our debt to the God of heaven. Each of us 

has a great debt to God because of our sin against 

Him. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). We 

come to Him with nothing to offer as a payment for 

our debt/sin. We are blessed, though, that God has 

pity on us like the master did on his servant. Thank 

God that He is “rich in mercy” (Ephesians 2:4).  

 The parable is a message about showing mercy 

and forgiveness when others have a debt to us. That 

is the whole point of the story, is it not, that the Lord 

wants us to learn how to have a forgiving spirit? Look 

again at the language used to describe the king in his 

dealings with the servant who had a huge debt. The 

master “was moved with compassion” (18:27) and 

“had pity on” him (18:33). God wants me to learn 

from Him and imitate Him. If I do not show mercy 

and extend forgiveness to those who sin against me, 

then I am not being like my heavenly Father.  

 It hurts us, sometimes with deep cuts, when others 

sin against us. We must learn to develop a forgiving 

heart. Our willingness to forgive others, or a lack of it, 

shows to what extent we are grateful for the 

forgiveness we have received from the Lord. A key 

thought in the parable is to understand why the master 

called his servant “wicked” (18:32). The reason is not 

difficult to recognize, is it? He called him a “wicked 

servant” because he failed to emulate the king’s pity 

and forgive one who had a debt against him. A 

disciple of Jesus might love his family deeply, attend 

every service of the church, and live a life that is free 

from immorality’s stain. But, if amidst it all he has a 

heart that is unwilling to forgive those who sin against 

him, in God’s sight he is “wicked.”  

 The parable is a message about a servant’s 

relationship with his king being dependent, in part, 

on his willingness to forgive his fellow servant. The 

king was not happy with and even punished the 

servant who refused to show mercy on his fellow 

servant. Are you ready for the punch line? “So My 

heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, 

from his heart does not forgive his brother his 

trespasses” (18:35). Those words were Jesus’ “add-

on” statement to the parable to make it clear just how 

serious it is when I am not willing to forgive others. If 

I will not from the heart forgive those who sin against 

me, then my Father in heaven will not forgive me. 

“But what if a stubborn, heartless brother will not 

forgive me when I seek his forgiveness?” That is his 

issue to handle; regardless, I still must be forgiving.  

 “For judgment is without mercy to the one who 
has shown no mercy” (James 2:13). Again, “And be kind 

to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32).  
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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